HISTORY

Ettrick Cemetery dates to the 1830’s.  The Hadley C. Cotton Mill located at the lower end of Main Street designated the cemetery of 3.86 acres, located on the hill, as a burial place for all those who worked there.  Years later, family plots were sold and during the Civil War soldiers who died of wounds or disease were buried there. 

 The book “Chesterfield County Early Architecture and Historic Sites” by Jeffrey O’Dell, page 51, says the Georgia Hospital was located near the cemetery.  Residents advise it was between the winding creek and the river.  The book also mentions a gut, direly referred to as the Soldiers Well, where bodies were placed until the ground thawed for burial.
Years after the mill closed, the property was purchased by Mr. L. B. Pond and Mr. Edgar Eanes, both of Ettrick.  Upon their death, Mr. Stephen Minor of Hopewell purchased the cemetery.  In April 1949, Mrs. Floyd M Bowman (Sadie) purchased the cemetery from Mr. Minor with the hope that her Home Demonstration Club would help maintain it.

Mrs. Bowman did her very best to document the past burials in a handwritten ledger and prepared a hand drawn map showing the plot locations.  Approximately 740 burials are recorded including Civil War soldiers and veterans of the War of 1812, World Wars 1 & 2, and the Korean War.  Many of the grave markers were damaged and have been recently repaired; the vast majority were most likely never marked with a stone.  
Upon the death of Mrs. Bowman on March 24, 1978 the Cemetery was left to her daughter, Mary Adlena Woodruff and son, James (Jim) R. Bowman who had devoted many years of service to the Cemetery alongside their mother. Mary Adlena and Jim passed away in July and November 2000 respectively.  

In June 2001, the Bowman estate being unable to maintain  the cemetery, deeded it to the Ettrick Cemetery Foundation, incorporated as a tax exempt entity with the State Corporation Commission.  

Dearing-Beauregard Camp 1813, Sons of Confederate Veterans, upon request by the Foundation, assumed responsibility in 2002 for maintaining the cemetery.  They have done an admirable job of maintaining the grounds and repairing toppled or broken grave markers.
A Confederate Memorial Square was dedicated in November 2014 in honor of 95 Confederate Veterans buried in unmarked graves mainly in the middle of the cemetery.  12 others have grave markers.  
The list of interments contained on Findagrave.com is reasonably accurate although there are some duplications and burials not included.  

